Federal Ministry for Food and Agriculture (BMEL) – Donor
Federal Office for Agriculture and Food (BLE) – Funding Manager
Application Guide 
1. Requirements for submission of the proposal

1. Conceptually respond to call objectives (chapter 1 of the call and the funding and to the funding directive) and the thematic requirements (chapter 2 of the call). Please explain the implementation of these objectives and thematic requirements in your project description. 
2. In chapter 2of the call you applicants are asked to contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals. Within the frame of this call you may use the SDG Tool provided to you as a guidance for argumentation. This tool was developed by the European Network “ERA-ARD” (Agricultural Research for Development (ARD), dimension of the European Research Area (ERA). Please note that you are not obliged to fulfill all the recommendations of the SDG Tool.  
3. For the development of your project concept, please consider the “Key Recommendations for Improving Nutrition through Agriculture”, which represents a global consensus formulated by a broad range of partners (CSOs, NGOs, government staff, donors, UN agencies) facilitated by the global Agriculture-Nutrition Community of Practice (www.fao.org/3/a-i4922e.pdf ) 

2. Documents for the submission of proposals:

2.1 Two Step Procedure of Application 

A. Short Proposal („Skizze“)
The coordinators submits the short proposal to the German programme management at BLE.

1. Please use the following headings for the Thematic Short Proposal (Document 1): 
· Summary of the project.

· Time, Partners, Topic, Relevance, Budget.

· Consider, whether this a new topic, or not. Are others already working on the topic?
· Interfaces to innovation processes, ongoing research projects, existing initiatives and networks.

· Relevance of the research-topic to nutrition and food security in the target region. 

· Description of activities, expected results, and the potential contribution to nutrition and food security and / or practical reference.

· Presentation of the consortium

· Budget summary per partners and years
The short proposal must be signed by the German project coordinator. 
2. Project brief: please fill the form (Document 2)
3. Submit the Consortium Agreement signed by all consortium partners (Document 3, see form “Consortium Agreement” in download area). A scanned version of the Consortium Agreement may be submitted. 
To be signed by the coordinator and submitted by post AND email. By email submit 
documents, where text can be copied (e.g. Word, excel).
The short proposal will be evaluated by the reviewers. Applicants, who are selected for funding will be informed and asked to submit a Full Proposal. 

B. Full Proposal (only after approval of the Short Proposal) 
The following forms will be provided to you. 
To be signed by coordinator and submitted by post AND email:

4. Application Form (Document 4 see form “Application Form” in download area). Please insert 
5. AZA / AZV / AZK form (Document 5, instructions will be provided by BLE) including a summary of the project in German and English language.
6. Excel-Project Planning-Sheet 

7. Form Solvency Check check (German Bonitätsprüfung) for German partners 
(Document 6 “Solvency Check” will be submitted to you)

8. Form: non-profit research (Document 8)
9. State Aid Form ( Beihilfe Formular ) - Document 9)
10. Form: Permanent Staff (Stammpersonal), third party funding -  Document 10
11. Form on subsidy-issues (SubventionserheblicheTatsachen) - Document 11
For your information: 

The German Coordinator will receive the grant contract signed by the funding manager (BLE). The funds have to be transferred to the African/Asian Partners, who are legally subcontractors. After signature of the primary grant document (German: Zuwendungsbescheid) between the German funding manager and the German Coordinator, a subcontract will be set up between African / Asian Partners and the German Coordinator defining the rules for sub-funding. 

3. Links

1. German page - Projektträger Forschungskooperationen zu Welternährung: www.ble.de/pt-foodsecurity. Hier auch die BMEL:Richtlinie zur Förderung internationaler Forschungskooperationen zur Welternährung vom 16. Februar 2016
2. English page: Funding manager: Research Cooperation for Global Food Security. Here you will also find the English version of the Directive on the funding of international research cooperation for global food security:
www.ble.de/research-cooperation
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